Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany - Sunday, January 30", 2022 - 9:00 am
Music Today Keri Bash

AS WE GATHER

Our society has changed. Systematic Racism, privilege, political correctness, woke, anti-racist, social justice are
common words in the world today. What comes to mind when you hear them? Are you able to accurately
define them? Being a victim seems to be in vogue. People are being "cancelled." While many pundits and
politicians have now begun to voice their concerns about this new ideology of "wokeness" and its impact on
society, it is time for us as Christians to be concerned about the impact this ideology has on a person's
relationship with Christ. Together we analyze "wokeness" from a Biblical perspective. Above all, today we hear
God's answer to the challenge of "wokeness." He calls His people to demonstrate courage in the face of
challenges, confess the faith, and above all, share the love of His Son, Jesus, with all people.

Gathering Songs Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849
Welcome & Invocation
Opening Song O Love, How Deep LSB 544 1,2,5, 6
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10 love, how deep, how broad, how high,
2 He sent no an - gel to our race,
5 For us by wick - ed - ness be - (trayed,
6 For us He rose from death a - gain;
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Be - yond all thought and fan - ta - sy,
Of high - er or of low - er place,
For us, in crown of thorns ar - rayed,
For us He went on high to reign;
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That God, the Son of God, should take
But  wore the robe of hu - man frame,
He bore the shame - ful cross and death;
For us He sent His Spir - it here
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Our mor - tal form for mor - tals’ sake!
And to this world Him - self He came.
For us He gave His dy - ing breath.
To guide, to strength - en, and to cheer.
Text: Public domain
Call to Worship Based on John 1:10-12
Pastor: Jesus Christ was in the world, and the world was made through Him,
People: yet the world did not know Him.
Pastor: He came to His own,
People: and His own people did not receive Him.
Pastor: But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name,
People: He gave the right to become children of God.

Confession and Forgiveness John 1:14



Pastor: God has come to us to make us His own children. Let us confess our sins of unbelief that He
may give us faith to receive Him and His love.

People: O God, we confess that we have ignored Your voice and Spirit by choosing to go our own
way. Without You, we are lost and confused and without hope. Without You, we do not
know love. Come now to us and forgive our waywardness and weakness. Give us Your
gifts of faith, hope, and love. Receive us again into the family of Your redeemed. Amen.

Pastor: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 1 Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

People: Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Pastor: Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot
stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through
all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.
Reader Kathy Allen
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10
(The call of Jeremiah)

“Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

>Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,

and before you were born | consecrated you;
| appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

®Then | said, “Ah, Lord Gob! Behold, | do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth.” ‘But the LORD said to
me,

“Do not say, 'l am only a youth’;

for to all to whom | send you, you shall go,
and whatever | command you, you shall speak.
Do not be afraid of them,

for | am with you to deliver you,

declares the LORD.”

Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me,

“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth.

'%See, | have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to break down,

to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.”

Reader: This is the Word of our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13
(The more excellent way of love)



| will show you a still more excellent way.

'If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. 2And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith,
so as to remove mountains, but have not love, | am nothing. °If | give away all | have, and if | deliver up my
body to be burned, but have not love, | gain nothing.

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. "Love
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will pass away. °For we know in part and we prophesy in part, '®but when the perfect comes, the
partial will pass away. ""When | was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child.
When | became a man, | gave up childish ways. "?For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now |
know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | have been fully known.

3So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Reader: This is the Word of our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Luke 4:31-44
(Jesus heals many)

3"Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, *?and
they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. **And in the synagogue there was a
man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, **“Ha! What have you to do
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are—the Holy One of God.” **But
Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in
their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. %And they were all amazed and said to one
another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come
out!” 3’And reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding region.

*®And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon's house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill
with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 3And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and
it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them.

““Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought
them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. “TAnd demons also came out of
many, crying, "You are the Son of God!"” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because
they knew that he was the Christ.

“2And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and
came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, **but he said to them, “I must preach the good news
of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for | was sent for this purpose.” “And he was preaching in
the synagogues of Judea.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message



Where Charity and Love Prevail LSB 845 1, 3,4, 6
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by  Christ’s love By love are we thus bound.
oth - er well In Chris - tian ho - 1li - ness.
that we seek; Be ours His ho - ly peace.

Sermon
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Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 Tune: Public domain

is

the

same.

Christians in a Woke World: Cultural Marxism

Pastor Aaron Boerst

Creed - Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And |
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life - of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Pastor: O God of love, thanks and praise be to You for sending Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
open Your kingdom by means of His love and deliverance and glory on the cross. Greater love
has no one than this. Work in us, Your children, the gift of Your love, that we be enabled to
endure the struggles of faith and hope and to reflect Your true glory all our days. Lord, in Your
mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor:

Establish Your whole Church and this congregation to be walking and serving together in love
for You and love toward one another and the world, that many come to the knowledge of Your
truth and salvation. Grant Your strength and blessing to all who preach Your life-giving Word
and those who serve as Your loving hands to all who are in any need. Lord, in Your mercy,



People:

hear our prayer.

Pastor: Grant Your grace and wisdom to all who serve in the government of our country. Give strength
and integrity to those in the armed forces and to all who serve and protect us in our
communities. Give all agencies dedicated to the service of helping and healing people the
freedom to do their good works for the support of all people. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Hear also now our prayers for all who are sick or hospitalized, the injured and the lonely. Grant
that Your healing love be administered faithfully by the medical professionals and those who
supply the needy in any way. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: O Lord, Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need:

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People: Amen.

Sharing the Peace

Offering Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a lib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In-car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc -ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool
That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’ry dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See-ing what our God has done; Let us
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With  the wver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - 'ty land.
praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 Tune: Public domain

Presentation of Gifts
Pastor:

Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every

good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto
Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17]

People: Amen.



Holy Communion

Preface

Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22]

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:7]

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Words of Our Lord [Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25]

Proclamation of Christ

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
[1 Cor.11:26]

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20]

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9-13]

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Distribution

Son of God, Eternal Savior LSB 842

How Wide the Love of Christ LSB 535
f) u I

A 7 ———

l l

| | ]
J t1
[+

1 How wide the love of Christ! It knows not <class or race But

2 How long the love of Christ! Its pa - tience will not cease Un -
3 How high the love of Christ! Be - yond all thought it soars, And

4 How deep the love of Christ, De-scend-ing to a cross! He

5 All praise to You, O Christ, For love whose depth and height, Whose
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holds our one hu-man - i - ty With-in  its broad em-brace.
til this bro - ken world is bound In ev - er - last-ing peace.
yet up - on our pass-ing lives Un - mea-sured mer - cy pours.
bears with - in  His wound-ed hands All hu- man pain and loss.
length and breadth fill time and space With end -less life and light!

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 Tune: Public domain

Announcements

Benediction [Numbers 6:24-26]
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and % give you peace.
People: Amen.



Sending Song Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing LS 924
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1 Lord, dis-miss us
2 Thanks we give and
3 Sav - ior, when Your

with Your bless-ing, Fill our hearts with

ad - o - ra- tion For Your Gos - pel’s

love shall call us From our strug-gling
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joy and peace; Let wus each, Your love pos - sess - ing,
joy - ful sound. May the fruits of Your sal - va - tion
pil - grim way, Let not fear of  death ap - pall us,
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Tri - umph  in re deem - ing grace. 0 re - fresh us;
In our hearts and lives a - bound. Ev - er faith - ful,
Glad Your sum - mons to 0 - bey. May we ev - er,
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0] re - fresh  us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.
ev - er faith - ful To Your truth may we be found.
may we ev - er Reign with You in end - less day.

Text and tune: Public domain
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