Third Sunday in Lent - Sunday, March 20", 2022 - 9:00 am
Music Today Cross Road

AS WE GATHER

“And lead us not into temptation.” We pray this petition every time we pray the prayer our Lord taught us.
Temptation around us is real, constant, and a continual danger to our lives on earth and our lives of faith. Of all
the deadly sins we are tempted with, sinning against those who are closest to us seems the easiest. As we face
temptation each day, we also pray for wholeness within our families, knowing through it all that Jesus is the
perfect fulfillment of faithfulness taking on, and perfectly resisting, every temptation for us.

Gathering Song Open Our Eyes Lord / Open the Eyes of My Heart
Open our eyes, Lord, We want to see Jesus,

To reach out and touch him And say that we love him.

Open our ears, Lord, And help us to listen.

Open our eyes, Lord, We want to see Jesus.

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, open the eyes of my heart.
| want to see you, | want to see you. (Repeat)

Open our eyes, Lord, We want to see Jesus,

To reach out and touch him And say that we love him.
Open our ears, Lord, And help us to listen.

Open our eyes, Lord, We want to see Jesus.
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Welcome & Invocation Pastor Aaron Boerst

Opening Song This is Amazing Grace
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger

The King of Glory the King above all kings

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder
The King of Glory the King above all kings

Chorus  Thjs is amazing grace

This is unfailing love

That You would take my place

That You would bear my cross

You laid down Your life

That | would be set free

Oh Jesus | sing for all that You've done for me

Who brings our chaos back into order
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter
The King of Glory the King of Glory

Who rules the nations with truth and justice
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance
The King of Glory the King above all kings
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Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy worthy worthy
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Confession and Forgiveness Based on Psalm 51
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We join in King David's prayer of confession in Psalm 51:
Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unwavering love;
according to Your abundant mercy blot out my offenses.
Wash me thoroughly from my immoral behavior,
and cleanse me from my sin!
For | know the evil within me,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against You have | sinned and done what is evil in Your sight,
may You be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment.
Purge me, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that You have broken rejoice.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence,
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
Silence for meditation and reflection
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
| confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my friends
and family, that | have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault,
by my own most grievous fault; and | pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me
all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Pastor:

Almighty God, give us Your grace and Spirit that we may be faithful before temptation, that we
may be able to stand strong in the face of evil, and against the schemes of the devil. Deliver us
from our slavery to sin through the forgiveness You offer, so that we can serve You faithfully all
our life, this we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
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Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.
Reader Judy Baggenstoss
Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11

(The Lord seeks not the death of the sinner)

""So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from

my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and
you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood | will require at your hand. °But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from
his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.

'%And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and
our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?' ""Say to them, As | live, declares
the Lord GOD, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live;
turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Reader: This is the Word of our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
(God will not allow you to be tempted beyond your ability)

' want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea,
2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, ®and all ate the same spiritual food, “and all
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was
Christ. °Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

®Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. ‘Do not be
idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.”
8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day.
We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, Ynor grumble, as
some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. ""Now these things happened to them as an example,
but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. "*Therefore let anyone
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. *No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

Reader: This is the Word of our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Luke 15:11-32
(The Parable of the Prodigal Son)

"[Jesus said:] “There was a man who had two sons. '?And the younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.” And he divided his property between them. *Not
many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in reckless living. "*And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that
country, and he began to be in need. >So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. '®And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and
no one gave him anything.



"But when he came to himself, he said, '"How many of my father's hired servants have more than

enough bread, but | perish here with hunger! "l will arise and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, |
have sinned against heaven and before you. "I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of
your hired servants.” *And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 2'And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ #’But the father said to his
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.
2And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. *For this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

2"Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and
dancing. °And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. ’And he said to him, 'Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and
sound.’ *®But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, **but he answered his
father, 'Look, these many years | have served you, and | never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave
me a young goat, that | might celebrate with my friends. *°But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!" 3'And he said to him, ‘'Son, you are always
with me, and all that is mine is yours. **It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead,
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message / Kid’'s Church

Song of the Day Above All
Above all powers above all kings

Above all nature and all created things
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man
You were here before the world began

Above all kingdoms above all thrones
Above all wonders the world has ever known
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth
There's no way to measure

What You're worth

Crucified laid behind the stone

You lived to die rejected and alone

Like a rose trampled on the ground
You took the fall and thought of me
Above all (Repeat)
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An Excerpt from C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters

Sermon Silencing Screwtape: The Family Pastor Aaron Boerst

Creed - The Sixth and Seventh Petition of the Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray in the Sixth Petition:
People: And lead us not into temptation.
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Pastor: What does this mean?

People: God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the
devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief,
despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we
pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.

Pastor: We also pray in the Seventh Petition:

People: But deliver us from evil.

Pastor: What does this mean?

People: We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from
every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour
comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself
in heaven.

Prayers of the Church Litany of Repentance

Pastor: O Lord, You call sinners to repentance,

People: call us still that we may yet answer.

Pastor: Lord, so many of us have hardened our hearts,

People: soften the hearts of all who are not sorry for their sin.

Pastor: You who met our doubts with mercy,

People: deal gently with those who can scarcely believe.

Pastor: You who have been tempted by Satan himself,

People: give us courage in the face of temptation, strength in time of rest, and hope in despair.

Pastor: You who called out many demons,

People: set free today all who are victims of their lies and distractions.

Pastor: You who healed the sick,

People: grant us healing according to Your will, and patience to endure our afflictions.

Pastor: You who made the deaf to hear and the mute to speak,

People: open deaf ears to the voice of Your Word and loosen our tongues to confess.

Pastor: You who prayed for those who crucified You,

People: look in compassion upon those who persecute Your Church.

Pastor: You who came to save Your people from their sins,

People: save us, O Lord, who put our trust in You.

Pastor: You who raised the dead to life,

People: enliven our souls by Your Holy Spirit to lives of faith.

Pastor: Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

People: Save us, O Lord, for the sake of Your name.

Pastor: O Lord, Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need:

Local concerns are added by congregational elder here.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People: Amen.

Sharing God’s Peace

Offering

Living Hope

How great the chasm that lay between us
How high the mountain | could not climb
In desperation | turned to heaven



And spoke Your name into the night

Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul

The work is finished the end is written

Jesus Christ my living hope

Who could imagine so great a mercy

What heart could fathom such boundless grace
The God of ages stepped down from glory

To wear my sin and bear my shame

The cross has spoken | am forgiven

The King of kings calls me His own

Beautiful Savior I'm Yours forever

Jesus Christ my living hope

Oh God, my living hope
Oh God, my living hope
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Presentation of Gifts

Pastor: Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every
good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto
Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17]

People: Amen.
Holy Communion
Preface
Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22]
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Words of Our Lord [Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25]

Proclamation of Christ

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
[1 Cor.11:26]

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20]

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9-13]

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Distribution


http://www.ccli.com/

Good Good Father

" I've heard a thousand stories

Of what they think You're like

But I've heard the tender whisper
Of love in the dead of night
AndYou tell me that You're pleased
And that I'm never alone

Chorus: you're a Good Good Father

It's who You are

It's who You are

It's who You are

And I'm loved by You

It's who | am

It's who | am

It's who | am

% And I've seen many searching

for answers far and wide

But | know we're all searching

for answers only You provide
‘cause You know just what we need
Before we say a word (Chorus)

You are perfect in all of Your ways
You are perfect in all of Your ways
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us (Chorus)

You're a Good Good Father...
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Because He Lives (Amen)

| believe in the Son

| believe in the Risen One

| believe | overcome

By the power of His blood

Amen amen

Amen amen

Instrumental

| was dead in the grave

| was covered in sin and shame
| heard mercy call my name
He rolled the stone away
Amen amen

Amen amen

Instrumental

Amen amen
Amen amen
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Walk By Faith

Would | believe You when You say

Your hand will guide my every way

Will | receive the words You say

Every moment of every day

chorus: \Well | will walk by faith
Even when | cannot see
Well because this broken road
Prepares Your will for me

Help me to rid my endless fears
You've been so faithful for all my years
With one breath You made me new
Your grace covers all | do (Chorus)

I will walk by faith

Even when | cannot see

Well because this broken road
Prepares Your will for me
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Announcements

Benediction [Numbers 6:24-26]

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and i give you peace.

People: Amen.

Sending Song Same Power

| can see the waters raging at my feet

| can feel the breath of those surrounding me
| can hear the sound of nations rising up

We will not be overtaken
We will not be overcome

| can walk down this dark and painful road
| can face ev'ry fear of the unknown
| can hear all God's children singing out

We will not be overtaken
We will not be overcome

The same power that rose Jesus from the grave
The same power that commands the dead to wake
Lives in us lives in us
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The same power that moves mountains when He speaks
The same power that can calm a raging sea
Lives in us lives in us

We have hope that His promises are true
In His strength there is nothing we can't do
Yes we know there are greater things in store

We will not be overtaken
We will not be overcome

The same power that rose Jesus from the grave

The same power that commands the dead to wake

Lives in us lives in us

The same power that moves mountains when He speaks

The same power that can calm a raging sea

Lives in us lives in us

He lives in us lives in us
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