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Fourth Sunday in Lent - Sunday, March 27th, 2022 – 9:00 am 

Music Today                        Mark Gould  

AS WE GATHER 

The Christian life is not without its trials and troubles. Some of them are caused by the fact that we belong to 

the Lord in a world still unfriendly to His purpose. Yet the Christian life is not without joy. This joy proceeds not 

from an easy life or a life that fulfills all our wants and desires but rather flows from Christ, from His work of 

reconciliation, for His forgiveness of all our sins, and from our reconciliation with the Father. Hearing this 

Gospel every Sunday is meant in part to rescue our hearts from anxiety and despair and restore to us the joy of 

our salvation. Today we pray that we not only recall this cause for joy but preserve this joy no matter what 

twists and turns life brings us. 

Gathering Song  Because He Lives (Amen) 

Welcome & Invocation  

Opening Song                  What a Friend We Have in Jesus LSB 770 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918 Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Forgiveness   Based on Psalm 51 

Pastor: We join in King David’s prayer of confession in Psalm 51: 

Pastor:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unwavering love; 

People: according to Your abundant mercy blot out my offenses. 

Pastor:  Wash me thoroughly from my immoral behavior, 

People: and cleanse me from my sin! 

Pastor:  For I know the evil within me, 

People: and my sin is ever before me. 

Pastor:  Against You have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, 

People: may You be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. 

Pastor:  Purge me, and I shall be clean; 

People: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Pastor:  Let me hear joy and gladness; 
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People: let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 

Pastor:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People: and renew a right spirit within me. 

Pastor:  Cast me not away from Your presence, 

People: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Pastor:  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

People: and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Pastor:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my friends 

and family, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, 

by my own most grievous fault; and I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me 

all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor: Almighty God, give us Your grace and Spirit that we may be faithful before temptation, that we 

may be able to stand strong in the face of evil, and against the schemes of the devil. Deliver us 

from our slavery to sin through the forgiveness You offer, so that we can serve You faithfully all 

our life, this we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Reader                      Carolyn Wickert 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                                                     Isaiah 12:1–6  

(The Lord Is My Strength and My Song) 

1You will say in that day: 

“I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 

 for though you were angry with me, 

your anger turned away, 

 that you might comfort me. 
2“Behold, God is my salvation; 

 I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 

 and he has become my salvation.” 

 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the LORD, 

 call upon his name, 

make known his deeds among the peoples, 

 proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 

 let this be made known in all the earth. 
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

 for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
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Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading                                                                                                                              Romans 8:26-39  

(The Spirit helps us in our weakness) 

 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 

Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is 

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28And we know 

that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 

purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 

that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and 

those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who 

shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one 

who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                                                  Luke 11:1–13  

(The Lord’s Prayer) 

 1Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, 

teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2And he said to them, “When you pray, say: 

“Father, hallowed be your name. 

 Your kingdom come. 

 3Give us each day our daily bread, 

 4and forgive us our sins, 

  for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 

 And lead us not into temptation.” 

 5And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, 

lend me three loaves, 6for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7and 

he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I 

cannot get up and give you anything’? 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he 

is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9And I tell you, ask, and 

it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks 

receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 11What father among you, 

if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 

scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
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Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.              

Children’s Message 

Song of the Day        A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 657 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

no. 110005858 Tune: Public domain 

An Excerpt from C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters 

Sermon                                         Silencing Screwtape: Prayer                            Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Creed Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
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whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the Church  Litany of Repentance 

Pastor:  O Lord, You call sinners to repentance, 

People: call us still that we may yet answer. 

Pastor:  Lord, so many of us have hardened our hearts, 

People: soften the hearts of all who are not sorry for their sin. 

Pastor:  You who met our doubts with mercy, 

People: deal gently with those who can scarcely believe. 

Pastor:  You who have been tempted by Satan himself, 

People: give us courage in the face of temptation, strength in time of rest, and hope in despair. 

Pastor:  You who called out many demons, 

People: set free today all who are victims of their lies and distractions. 

Pastor:  You who healed the sick,  

People: grant us healing according to Your will, and patience to endure our afflictions. 

Pastor:  You who made the deaf to hear and the mute to speak, 

People: open deaf ears to the voice of Your Word and loosen our tongues to confess. 

Pastor:  You who prayed for those who crucified You, 

People: look in compassion upon those who persecute Your Church. 

Pastor:  You who came to save Your people from their sins, 

People: save us, O Lord, who put our trust in You. 

Pastor:  You who raised the dead to life, 

People: enliven our souls by Your Holy Spirit to lives of faith. 

Pastor:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People: Save us, O Lord, for the sake of Your name. 

Pastor: O Lord, Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns are added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing God’s Peace  

Offering          Jesus, Remember Me LSB 767 (Repeated) 

 

 
Text: Luke 23:42 Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923–94 Text and tune: © 1981 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used 

by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 
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Presentation of Gifts     

Pastor:              Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every  

                         good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto   

                         Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17] 

People:            Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Living Hope 

Be Still, My Soul, before the Lord LSB 771 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950 Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Tune: © 1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Announcements  
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Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Sending Song                  Take My Life and Let It Be LSB 783 1-3, 5 

 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 Text and tune: Public domain 
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