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Third Sunday in Advent – Sunday, December 12th, 2021 9:00 am  

Music Today                                        Terrie Sanchez & Choir 

AS WE GATHER 

Today we consider Jesse’s tree, that is, his family tree. His son David kept faithful to God, but succeeding 

generations wandered away, until only a stump remained. From that stump, a Branch would come: our Lord 

Jesus, who fulfills all ancient promises. Each week, we hear the story of several ancestors of Jesus - Each story 

showing God’s plan of salvation and how He guided humanity to prepare for His coming. The tradition of the 

Jesse Tree dates back to the Middle Ages, and derives its name from Isaiah 11:1, “Then a shoot will spring from 

the stump of Jesse, and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit.” Jesse is the father of King David, and from the 

family line of David, our Savior came. Today, come and see YOUR place in God's family tree! 

Gathering Song   An Advent Carol   

Welcome & Invocation                         Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Opening Song                What Hope! An Eden Prophesied LSB 342 

 

 
Tune: Public domain Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Confession and Forgiveness   (Psalm 80:19; Isaiah 61:1) 

Pastor:   As God’s people today, we confess our brokenness and ask to be restored into a right  

relationship into our Lord’s family. 

People:  Heavenly Father, we confess that we are bound to sin and cannot free ourselves. Like 

Adam in the beginning, we have “eaten forbidden fruit” in our thoughts, words, and 

deeds. We have not produced spiritual fruit in living the new life of faith You have won 

for us. We have acted as if we are not part of your family. For the sake of Jesus’ sacrifice 

on the tree of the cross, grant us Your mercy. 

Pastor:   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and given to us His only Son to  

suffer and die for our salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  O almighty God, we come before you today, remembering your ancient words: A shoot will come 

up from the stump of Jesse. And from His roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

Long before Jesus was born you gave life to a man named Jesse, whose son came Your 

promised King, David. And from David, you fulfilled your promise of a Savior, your Son Jesus 

Christ. Dear God, as members of your family today, we thank you that you have a plan for each 

of us in these last days. Help us to be patient as we wait for Jesus again.  
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People: Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Pastor: On the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new candle each week. We mark the four candles with 

these four words: hope, peace, joy, and love. The circular wreath of evergreen branches reminds 

us of the eternal nature of our Lord God, and that He gives the promise of eternal life for all who 

believe, just as a circle is unending, and an evergreen lives through winter. The blue colors of the 

3 candles remind us of the royalty of Jesus, and how He welcomes us into His Kingdom. 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the source of all Joy. 

People: We wait for the Lord, and in His Word we rejoice. 

Reader                           Tom Gitzlaff 

First Reading                                                                                                         1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 

 1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being 

king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons.” 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him.” 7But the 

LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 

him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 

heart.” 

 10And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not 

chosen these.” 11Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 

youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit 

down till he comes here.” 12And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was 

handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and 

anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. 

And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading                                                                                                                         1 Samuel 17:20-51 

 20And David rose early in the morning and left the sheep with a keeper and took the provisions and 

went, as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the encampment as the host was going out to the battle 

line, shouting the war cry. 21And Israel and the Philistines drew up for battle, army against army. 22And David 

left the things in charge of the keeper of the baggage and ran to the ranks and went and greeted his brothers. 
23As he talked with them, behold, the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the 

ranks of the Philistines and spoke the same words as before. And David heard him. 

 24All the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him and were much afraid. 25And the men of 

Israel said, “Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy Israel. And the king will 

enrich the man who kills him with great riches and will give him his daughter and make his father’s house free 

in Israel.” 26And David said to the men who stood by him, “What shall be done for the man who kills this 

Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy 

the armies of the living God?” 27And the people answered him in the same way, “So shall it be done to the man 

who kills him.” 

 28Now Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spoke to the men. And Eliab’s anger was kindled against 

David, and he said, “Why have you come down? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the 

wilderness? I know your presumption and the evil of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle.” 
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29And David said, “What have I done now? Was it not but a word?” 30And he turned away from him toward 

another, and spoke in the same way, and the people answered him again as before. 

 31When the words that David spoke were heard, they repeated them before Saul, and he sent for him. 
32And David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because of him. Your servant will go and fight with this 

Philistine.” 33And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him, for you are 

but a youth, and he has been a man of war from his youth.” 34But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to 

keep sheep for his father. And when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, 35I went after 

him and struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I caught him by his beard 

and struck him and killed him. 36Your servant has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised 

Philistine shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God.” 37And David said, “The LORD 

who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this 

Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!” 

 38Then Saul clothed David with his armor. He put a helmet of bronze on his head and clothed him with 

a coat of mail, 39and David strapped his sword over his armor. And he tried in vain to go, for he had not tested 

them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot go with these, for I have not tested them.” So David put them off. 
40Then he took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the brook and put them in his 

shepherd’s pouch. His sling was in his hand, and he approached the Philistine. 

 41And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 42And 

when the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and handsome in 

appearance. 43And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the 

Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the 

birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” 45Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a 

sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the 

armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you 

down and cut off your head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds 

of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47and that 

all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the battle is the LORD’s, and he 

will give you into our hand.” 

 48When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle 

line to meet the Philistine. 49And David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and slung it and struck the 

Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground. 

 50So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed 

him. There was no sword in the hand of David. 51Then David ran and stood over the Philistine and took his 

sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines saw that 

their champion was dead, they fled. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Third Reading                                                                                                                         Isaiah 7:13-14; 9:6-7 

 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my 

God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel. 

6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
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 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of our Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Children’s Message              

Song of the Day    Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon                                             The Jesse Tree: David                                                  Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Creed – Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of the Father. 
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And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the Church    

Pastor:   Rejoicing in the hope of our Savior’s appearing, let us pray together, saying, 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:  In thanksgiving for every man and woman who have been an example of faith to us, and who 

pointed us to Christ. May the Lord use us as an example until He comes again: 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:   For the Church, as we wait with eager expectation for the coming of Jesus once again, who  

rescues us from our sin and the evil in the world.: 

People:   Come, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:   For our Christian mission, that we bring glory to God and healing to many people through our  

work produced by faith, our labor prompted by love, and our endurance inspired by hope: 

People:  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor:  Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace  

Offering     Once in Royal David’s City LSB376 vv1-3 

            

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Presentation of Gifts     

Pastor:              Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every  

                         good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto   

                         Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17] 

People:            Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Hark the Glad Sound 

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus LSB338 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Announcements 

Sending Song          O Come, O Come Emmanuel LSB 357 vv1,2,4 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain  
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